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“Shift the Priority of Medical and Health Work to the Rural Areas” : A Historical

Investigation of Mao Zedong’s Instruction on 26 June 1965 «---sroreererereenene Yao Li(99)

Abstract: The situation of shortage of doctors and medicine had not radically changed in the ex-
tensive countryside in China by the year of 1965. Geared to the needs of giving priority to the devel-
opment of heavy industries in the economic construction, the Ministry of Public Health had concen-
trated its human, material and financial resources in the cities over a long period of time. It is a-
gainst this background that Mao Zedong issued the instruction: “shift the priority of medical and
health work to the rural areas.” It was a reflection of Mao Zedong’s persistent mass viewpoint and
his intense hatred for bureaucratic style of work and originated, to a greater degree, in his consider-
ations of the situation of war preparations. The implementation of this instruction vigorously pro-
moted the in-depth development of rural mobile medical work and the spread and popularization of
cooperative medical service and greatly improved the medical and health conditions in the country-
side. A review of this instruction is of great practical significance for examining the present medical
and health reform and accelerating the development of rural medical security system.

Keywords: Mao Zedong, cooperative medical service, the instruction from Mao Zedong on 26
June 1965

On the Experience and Lessons in the Movement to Bring the Haihe River Under Permanent
Control in Hebei Provinee ececcceererersctrrrtccniitiiiiciiitiiactininaans Liu Hongsheng( 105)
Abstract: The worst flood in the Haihe River basin in 1963 caused great concern from the Par-

ty and the state. Liu Shaoqgi put forward the principle for taming the river: “storage of water in the

upper reaches, dredging water in the middle reaches and draining off water in the lower reaches,”
pointing out the correct direction for bringing the Haihe River under permanent control. Answering
the call from Mao Zedong that “We must bring the Haihe River under permanent control,” Hebei

Province launched in 1965 the large-scale movement to bring the Haihe River under permanent con-

trol. This is a great event in the history of construction of water control projects in New China. This

movement lasted for fifteen years and scored huge achievements. The experience may be summed up
as follows: relatively stable and comprehensive organizations; laborers working on the water project
were managed in a military way; reasonable working policy; relying on the masses, self-reliance and
controlling the water through hard work and frugality; meticulous designing and scientific imple-
mentation. As a large-scale mass movement of water control, its experience and lessons are of great
value and far reaching significance.

Keywords: Hebei Province, bring the Haihe River under permanent control, experience and

lessons

* QOverseas Observation *
A Brief Review of the Studies of Several Important Issues in the Economic Reform on the
Mainland of China by Researchers in Hong Kong and Taiwan -------«----+=- Zhou Yun(115)

Translator: Liu Ruixiang
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