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A Historical Survey of Taiwan-related Activities of the “American
Institute in Taiwan” (1979-2019)
Wang Meng & Guo Yonghu

Abstract: Since the establishment of diplomatic relations between China and the United States in 1979,
American Institute in Taiwan has played an important role in the process of intervening in Taiwan affairs as
a statutory unofficial institution in the United States. Its main function is to be responsible for the specific
implementation of the US government’s Taiwan policy and to contact the “unofficial” exchanges between
the US and Taiwan authorities. In the past 40 years, the main contents of the US-related Taiwan-related
activities include: actively promoting US military sales to Taiwan, closely following US military cooperation;
intervening in Taiwan’s human rights affairs; implementing “public diplomacy” on Taiwan; acting as the US
government’s Taiwan policy. “Trumpet”, expressing the Taiwan-related position on cross-strait relations; and
so on. The American Institute in Taiwan’s Taiwan-related position is highly consistent with the US government
and strives to safeguard US interests in Taiwan. Although the American Institute in Taiwan is opposed to
“Taiwan independence” to a certain extent, it also opposes any party on both sides of the strait to unilaterally
change the status quo of the two sides of the strait and maintain the “reunification and independence” position.
The Taiwan-related activities of the American Institute in Taiwan are interference in China’s Taiwan affairs
and violate the spirit of principles established by the Sino-US communique on the establishment of diplomatic
relations.

Key Words: American Institute in Taiwan; Sino-US relations; Taiwan
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