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value so as to avoid the morass of relativism. This shall be the direction of contemporary hermeneutics.
Keywords: hermeneutics language practice virtue

Theoretical Essence and Research Diversity: On the Two Dimensions of the

Study of Marxist Philosophy in Today’s China ( by ZHENG Yi-shi)

Abstract: As for the study of Marxist philosophy in todays China there is a tendency of denying the
theoretical essence of Marxism in the name of “value neutrality” together with reflecting on the closure
arbitrariness and dogmatization in the past and emphasizing upon the openness diversity and individualism. It
needs a dialectical analysis to correctly deal with the relationships between theory and reality academics and
ideology science and ideology the “party” nature and “class” nature of ideology and make a full
understanding of the homogeny and heterogeneity in terms of existence fact judgment and value judgment in
terms of research approaches academic study and applied research in terms of research levels. In order to
unify the theoretical essence and research diversity in the study of Marxist philosophy in China we shall be
vigilant against politically viewing it as a pure ideological doctrine on the one hand and stick to the theoretical
core and basic value of Marxism on the other.

Keywords: Marxist philosophy value neutrality theoretical essence research diversity

An American Missionary’s Days of “Liberation” at Yenching University
( by YANG Kui-song)

Abstract: When People’s Liberation Army occupied the areas near Yenching University in the west of
Peiping there were over 30 American professors students and faculty members at the university with Bliss
Wiant as the leader. Wiant was entrusted by the Associated Boards for Christian Colleges in China to be
temporary president of the university and also functioned as Chief Financial Officer. Wiant was a missionary
from the Methodist Church in the U.S. In 1923 he came to work for Yenching University in China with his
newly married wife and founded the music department. As one of the professors who had worked for the longest
time at Yenching he worked at the university for nearly 20 years( 1923—1927 1929—1935 1936—1941
1947—1951) . He was in charge of the music department constantly and also worked for the administration at
the university where he got his major achievements in life. Even when the army of the Communist Party of
China occupied the area where Yenching was located in the end of 1948 and later Peiping and the whole
China and even when the war between China and the U. S. broke out in Korean Peninsula the Wiant couple
always hoped to stay at Yenching. This was the common wish shared by other 20 foreign Christians and some
missionary societies. From 1948 to 1951 this kind of possibility was extraordinarily real. Like many
Americans at that time they believed that the Communist Party of China was different from the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union so what happened in the Soviet Union would not happen in China. The Communist
Party’s liberating Peiping and the early stage of the new political system they witnessed made them confident in
the new condition and social atmosphere created by the new political power. Many students from Yenching
became senior cadres and the new government offered important positions for many leaders at Yenching.
Therefore although they faced many difficult challenges they still highly anticipated for the future. It turned
out that their wish was too optimistic. When Korean War unexpectedly broke out in 1950 and the American
government adopted the intervening policy the political situation dramatically changed in a few months which
originally needed a long time to take place. The American and Chinese governments declared one after another
to freeze the properties of the opposite side. Only 6 weeks later Yenching University which was formerly
sponsored by American church was completely confiscated by the new government. Since then Christian
missionary work had been completely prohibited at the university. Missonary Wiant and other foreign professors
and their families had to leave Yenching University even though they were reluctant to do so.

Keywords: Yenching University Christianity Communist Party of China Bliss Wiant liberation

ZHANG Jing-wu’s Telegram on October 21 1953 and Its Significance
( by DAI Chao-wu)
Abstract: ZHANG Jing-wu the Central Government representative in Lhasa submitted a telegram to the
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs on October 21  1953. The telegram which was prepared for the forthcoming
negotiation on Sino-Indian relations in Tibet not only provided the information about Indian privileges in
Tibet but suggested that priority of negotiation should be the issue of border disputes. The suggestion had not
been adopted by the Central Government. China and India had no talks on their border issues in their
negotiation on Tibet in 1954. China’s delay strategy with regard to border disputes was heavily shaped by the
asymmetrical salience of bilateral relations. India’s unique role as the major channel between China and the
West and Chinas dependence on Indian export necessities to Tibet were the most relevant factors precluding
Beijing from responding effectively to the Indian occupation of territories in the southern Himalayas. Such
delay strategy has significant and complicated impacts on China’s settlement of its border disputes with
neighboring countries.
Keywords: ZHANG Jing-wu’s Telegram Indian privileges in Tibet China-ndia Agreement in 1954

Sino-Indian board issues “delay strategy”

The Rising of Ethnology in Contemporary Taiwan ( by HU Feng—iang)

Abstract: Ethnology or cultural anthropology is lively and energetic in todays Taiwan which has
attracted much attention from the academic circle in mainland China in recent years. The rising of such study
in Taiwan is accompanied by particular social and historical background as well as various practical
motivations. It is worthwhile to investigate in details the theoretical and methodological origins achievements
and defects of ethnology in Taiwan so as to learn lessons beneficial to the academic construction in
contemporary China.

Keywords: Taiwan ethnology the Gaoshan ethnicity Pacific Rim culture

The Formation of the Underclass Society in a Metropolis and Its Impact:
Taking Shanghai as an Example (by WEN Jun & WU Xiaokai)

Abstract: Since the practice of “reform and opening up” the rapid transformation of social structure in
China has almost become an important mark to identify China’s current social transformation. Intertwined with
various new and old systems a metropolis as a sign of modernization has produced a large number of low—
income population which has gradually formed an “underclass society ” in a sociological sense. With
empirical investigations of low-income population in Shanghai this paper from different perspectives of theory
and experience analyzes the reasons of the formation and the development trends of the underclass society as
well as its potential social impacts on and challenges to a metropolis.

Keywords: metropolis underclass society underclass group structural differentiation impact

Passional Worship and State Involvement: A Historical Investigation of

Urban-rural Marriage from the 1930s to the 1970s in China
( by ZHAO Ye-gin & DING Jin-hong)
Abstract: Urban-rural marriage is a kind of long—distance marriage which means one person of a married
couple comes from the city and the other comes from the countryside. The fact that there is a gap between the
couple is reflected in many aspects such as their different ways of thinking living habits educational status
and values. The domestic researches of urban—ural marriage originated in the 1990s with the trend of rural-
urban migration. These researches mainly focus on the marriage status in a horizontal dimension but lack
vertical studies in a historical dimension. Putting marriage into political social and historical structures in
modern China this study focuses on the development and changes of urban—rural marriages from Yan‘an period
in the 1930s to the end of the 1970s. This will also help us understand the overall historical changes of modern
China. From Yan’an period in the 1930s to the end of the Cultural Revolution in the 1970s urban-—rural
marriages were influenced by some specific historical events on the one hand and the state power and political
forces on the other. Political direction and national policy became key factors in achieving the success of
urban-rural marriage.
Keywords: 1990s urban—rural marriage state intervention historical investigation
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