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Study of CPC Social Governance of Water Areas in the 1950s and 1960s:
Taking the Adjustment of Lake Taihu Administrative District as an Example
Li Wei

Abstract: The establishment of water area administrative districts after 1949 was an important CPC institutional
innovation in terms of the social governance of water areas. From 1958 to 1961, the water area administrative dis—
trict managing Lake Taihu was combined with the highly centralized People” s Commune system, which cut off the
social and economic ties of Taihu fishermen with the coastal areas and resulted in an outflow of fishermen. After
1961, the water area administration, set up by the counties, was combined with the adjusted collectivization sys—
tem, thus not only organizing fishermen but also restoring land-water links and links between fishing and agricul—
ture. After the founding of the People’ s Republic of China, CPC governance of lakes tended to separate the lakes
from the land and to provide unified management of the water area administrative districts. Later, the water area
administrative districts were adapted according to local conditions and governance of water-area society gradually

matured.
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