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The Practical Path of Mao Zedong Leading the Modernization of
Weaponry in the People’s Republic of China

ZENG Min' & LI Quan-lin®
(1. School of Marxism Studies, Sichuan Academy of Social Sciences, Chengdu 610072, China;
2. School of Marxism Studies, Southwest Petroleum University, Chengdu 610500, China)

Abstract: After the founding of the People’s Republic of China ( PRC), facing the threat of war and
nuclear blackmail by the Western powers, Mao Zedong saw the vital importance of the advanced weaponry for
the consolidation of state power and the maintenance of national security. He clearly put forward the goal of
building modern national defense. Based on the basic national conditions of the PRC, Mao Zedong led the
Chinese people to realize the transformation of the conventional weapons from assembly imitation to
independent development, and created the mechanism to ensure the successful development of sophisticated
weapons. The industrial science and technology system supporting the modernization of national defense was
constructed. China has walked out the Chinese road of modernization of weaponry, which has laid a solid
foundation and provided historical reference for the modernization of weaponry in the new era.

Key words: Mao Zedong; the People’s Republic of China; weaponry; construction; practice
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