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First Visit of China’s Aviation Industry Delegation to Western Europe

and Technology Introduction
Ji Wenbo
(Institute of Contemporary China Studies Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100009)

Abstract:In 1978 the Chinese government decided to take advantage of the favorable international environment and
introduce advanced technology in order to put an end to the backward state of our aviation industry. The CPC party organiza—
tion of the Ministry of Aviation Industry began to form an investigation group to visit the western advanced industrial coun—
tries to learn about the situation of the aviation industry in Western Europe. From November 2 to December 23 1978 Lu
Dong Minister of the Aviation Industry together with three vice ministers led a delegation of 25 members and paid a visit
to the Federal Republic of Germany France and the United Kingdom. It was the first highdevel delegation of China’s avia—
tion industry sent to western developed countries since the founding of the People’s Republic of China and they investigated
the major aviation research institutions aircraft and engine manufacturing companies there. The cooperation with the three
Western European countries greatly enhanced the technical level of the fields related to Chinas aviation industry and laid a
sound foundation for its later rapid development. From then on China’s aviation industry began to contact with and cooper—
ate with the outside world.

Key words:aviation industry; visit; technology introduction; Deng Xiaoping; Wang Zhen; Lu Dong; Duan Zijun
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