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Economic Considerations during Military Operations along China’s Southeast Coast in the 1950s

Yao Yu

Abstract; In the 1950s, the Kuomintang’ s forces frequently harassed and blockaded the southeastern coastal

region of the mainland, posing a serious threat to the local economy and the people’ s livelihoods. For this rea-

son, the Chinese People’ s Liberation Army launched a series of island seizure operations from 1950 to 1958,
conducted large-scale artillery bombardments of Jinmen and Mazu on two occasions as well as various routine
small-scale air defense, air combat, and fishery and navigation protection operations, cautiously and flexibly con-
trolled the timing, pace, and scale of these military operations, ensuring a secure and stable environment for the
national economy while avoiding additional military expenditures. The military operations significantly reduced the
scope of the Kuomintang’ s military harassment, providing a peaceful and stable environment for production as
well as marine transportation in most parts of the southeastern coast, and ensuring smooth progress in national eco-

nomic construction.
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