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old order arising from the rivalry between China and the United States. Observers
point to an array of strategic choices for middle powers ranging from balancing to
bandwagoning or hedging to engaging. Some of these observers argue that middle
powers will use different means to play a stabilizing role in maintaining the dual
hierarchy since they stand to benefit from the hegemonic stalemate. This paper
argues that the strategic choices available for the so—called middle powers are largely
constrained by the climate of great power rivalry. The argument rests on the premise
that middle powers are less choice makers than choice takers when they comes to
strategic alignments in great power competition. Basic bargaining theory is used as a
heuristic device to illustrate the logical underpinning behind this argument.
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China’s Strategic Thinking toward South China Sea: Concept
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Abstract In the academic circle studies on the South China Sea dispute and China’s
national security focus more on the policies of target countries the power structure in
the South China Sea and specifically China’s relevant policies than on the systematic
reviewing of China’s strategic thinking on the South China Sea issues. China’s strategic
thinking toward the South China Sea is multi—-dimensional one. It mainly focuses on
setting aside the disputes taking the big picture into consideration and seeking
consensus among relevant countries which emphasizes a positive attitude of China
toward a peaceful resolution of the dispute. It has undergone the evolution featuring
spiral changes from a unilateral consensus based on strategic rationality to a unilateral
consensus based on culture identity. The solidification of China’s strategic thinking
toward the South China Sea is subject to positive feedbacks of specific policies moral
justness and political culture habits and it will be actively adjusted in accordance
with the changing situation in the power structure the external environment and the
boosted strategic resolve of the leadership. This paper has theoretical implications
and policy values for understanding the psychological foundation of China’s diplomacy
and a desirable resolution of China’s territorial disputes.

Keywords strategic thinking unilateral consensus shelving overall situation
consensus the South China Sea dispute

Author YIN Jiwu Professor School of IR and Diplomacy Beijing Foreign Stud—
ies University ( Beijing 100089) .

- 155



