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British Warship Crossing-Border Incident in 1950 and Sino-British

Relations

WU Quancheng ( Taiyuan Normal University )

Abstract; From May to August 1950, during the liberation of Wan Shan Islands in Guangdong Province
by the Chinese People’s Liberation Army, British warships broke into China’s territorial waters and
airspace. At a time when the Sino-British diplomatic relations negotiations were deadlocked, the Korean
War broke out and the United States and Britain imposed a trade embargo on China and other complicated
circumstances. At one point, Britain advocated the right of innocent passage and armed escort, and even
tried to refer the incident to the UN Security Council. However, due to the sudden tension in East Asia
and the lack of international jurisprudence, Britain had to face the fact of the founding of New China, and
its attempt to maintain its vested privileges in China by means of gunboat diplomacy was firmly resisted by
New China, so it had to re-examine the Sino-British relationship. New China not only resolutely opposes
the invasion of China’s sovereignty by foreign powers, but also maintains a restrained and calm attitude,
which contributed to the settlement of the incident, The Sino-British game around this incident is also of
great historical significance for promoting the normal development of Sino-British relations.

Key words: Sino-British relations; Maritime Cross-Border; Right of Innocent Passage
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