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On the Evolution of New China’s Industrial Structure( 1949 —2016)
Guo Xuhong Wu Li

Abstract: The evolution of the New China’s industrial structure has double attributes—transformation of the
industrial structure and the upgrading structure of industry, showing obvious periodical characteristics.
From 1949 to 1978, based on the single Public Ownership and Planned Economy, the strategy of giving
priority to the rapid development of heavy industry was implemented, which led to an “abnormal and
imbalanced ” industrial structure. From 1979 to 1997, due to the Reform and Opening-up, imbalances were
rectified and industrial development got coordinated. From 1998 to 2012, with the establishment of Market
Economy, internal and external needs were expanded while the industrial structure were upgraded,
industrial structure presented characteristics of restarting heavy industry and chemical industry. Since 2013,
under the new normal economy, adjustment of industrial structure has been the objective requirement of
transforming the mode of economic development, as well as the core task of structural reform of supply side.
The author explored the causes of transformation of industrial structure and the upgrading structure of
industry in each stage together with the key issues to be solved urgently, and probed into the law of the
development and evolution of the industrial structure in New China, In addition, they summed up
experiences and lessons, which played a referential role in realizing the two “middle and high” goals under
the new normal conditions and in building a moderately prosperous society in all respects.

Key Words: New China; Industrial Structure; Development and Evolution
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