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The Significance and Enlightenment of Solving the Difficult Problem of

Agricultural and Rural Development Since the Founding of New China
ZHENG Yougui
(The Institute of Contemporary China Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100009, China)

Abstract: Since the founding of the People’ s Republic of China, in the face of such difficult problems as food
shortages, persistent poverty, the chronic dual urban-rural structure, weak agricultural and rural development
in the process of industrialization and urbanization, etc., the Communist Party of China has united and led the
Chinese people in overcoming difficulties in a spirit of historical initiative, and explored a path to promote
coordinated development and common prosperity between urban and rural areas. Major breakthroughs and
historic achievements have been made in agricultural and rural development, putting the rice bowl firmly in the
hands of the Chinese people, historically solving the problem of absolute poverty in rural areas, building a
moderately prosperous society in all respects, and making historic progress in transforming agriculture and rural
areas from traditional to modern.In the new era, we must continue to give full play to the significant advantages
of the national system and governance system to solve the problems of agricultural and rural development, and
conscientiously promote the integrated development of urban and rural areas in accordance with the requirements
put forward by the Third Plenary Session of the 20th Central Committee of the Party: “The integrated urban and
rural development is an inevitable requirement of Chinese modernization.”

Key words: since the founding of the People’ s Republic of China; food security; building a moderately
prosperous society in all respects; coordinated development between industry and agriculture and between urban

and rural areas; modernization of agriculture and rural areas
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