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A Brief Analysis of Over Expenditure of Peasant Households in Collectivization Period:

Take October Group in Xishui County Hubei in 1970 as an Example

Qu Shang Wang Li

Abstract: Over expenditure of Peasant Households during the collectivization period was common and highly
influential. The institutional arrangement of centralized labor and uniform distribution is the soil of the
overspending phenomenon and contains the microscopic mechanism of overspending formation. While the
centralized labor work—point system quantifies farmers” labor input to the collective the distribution system
which is mainly based on population size reflects the function of the collective to provide basic security for
farmers” daily life on the one hand and on the other hand it leads to the phenomenon of Over expenditure of
Peasant Households which farmers with a large number of people and a small labor force often receive more
than the labor input in the distribution. The state’s strategy of prioritizing the development of heavy industry
requires drawing surplus from the countryside resulting in even less in—kind goods available for distribution
by the community groups. The tendency of egalitarian distribution and the difficulty of cashing out the
distribution also contribute to the “competition”for Over expenditure of Peasant Households. The combination
of these factors has led to a broadening and deepening of the phenomenon of Over expenditure of Peasant
Households during the collectivization period. Eventually with the disintegration of the People’s Commune
system the phenomenon of peasant overspending has gradually withdrawn from the stage of history.
Keywords: Over Expenditure of Peasant Households Micro Mechanism Industrialization Strategy
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