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Table 1 Recession examples of typical resource exhausted cities in China
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Table 2 Statistics of transformation policy and fiscal transfer payment for resource exhausted cities in China
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Table 3 Transformation paradigms of Chinese resources exhausted cities
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Transition of Resource-based Cities and Resource-exhausted Cities

Since Reform and Opening-up in China
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Abstract: There are unique characteristics and laws during development of resource-based cities and any cities exploring nonre—
newable resources will face to the problems of resource exhausting. For difference in times and standards there are different opinions
on numbers of Chinese resource-based cities. After the foundation of our country most of Chinese resources-based cities sprinted up
during the period of planned economy. Two periods ~‘“the First Five-Year Plan” and “Three-line Construction” are main periods for
their development. Some Chinese resources-based cities began to decline since 1980s and as the situation became more serious during
the early in the 21th century more and more resource-exhausted cities declined.

The demarcation for transition of resource-exhausted cities in China is 2007. Transition of resource-exhausted cities was carried out
by themselves before that year and it was into a comprehensive stage dominated by government after the demarcation. Government domi—
nates the transition of resource-exhausted cities in the following aspects: continually strengthening and improving organization the guide
of the transition; enhancing geological prospection to increase resources reservation; conducting transition tests of selected resource-ex—
hausted cities and regions; confirming resource-exhausted cities compiling transition plans assessing the transition and offering finan—
cial subsides for their transition. In practice some resource-exhausted cities have explored various transition ways and constructed sev—
eral transition models. Meanwhile several organizations have been established to research the transition of resource-exhausted cities
and lots of empirical research has been conducted.

Cultivating alternative industries or transforming economic structure is the key to the transition of resources exhausted cities. Due
to the difference of development stage and different problems industry paths and mode selections of transformation of resource exhaus—
ted cities are not the same. In another word there is no unique the best or the most suitable way for the transition of resource-based
city. The transition of resource-exhausted cities is an arduous process over long period of time. The process must rely on the advance of
several aspects in coordination among government region city and enterprise. In future it will need to take more extensive and deeper
social background into the account of the transition and innovational models need to be extensively explored in regional scale. The
normative research of systemic theory on transition of resource-exhausted cities will also be enhanced in a regional perspective.
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