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The Urban-Rural Migration in China Caused by the Great Leap
Forward: Case studies in Shanghai
Chen Xi

Abstract: During the Great Leap Forward movement and the following years more than 20 million people have
moved from rural to urban then return back. Shanghai suspended the previous policies of strictly controlling of
urban population growth and then a large number of farmers living nearby counties and neighboring provinces
flew into the downtown area. However a lot of people returned back rural after the uncharitable retrenchment
policies issued. By the archives of Shanghai this article found that different stakeholders including
enterprises workers farmers local government and others held significant different attitudes to the
retrenchment policies for the sake of their own interests and this demonstrated the diversity and complexity of
this historical event. By a referendum of political mobilization Shanghai Municipal Government had mobilized a
large number of employees back to rural areas during 1961 —1963 and ultimately made its population size back
to the level before the Great Leap Forward. This is the largest population circulation in the planned economy
period China. Since then the urban—rural migration had been controlled unprecedented grimly; the Great Leap
Forward has also become a watershed in the history of population movement in contemporary China.

Key Words: Great Leap Forward; Migration; Recruitment; Retrenchment Policies
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