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Crisis and Response: The Transformation of Chinese Environmental

Governance Institutional Framework in Contemporary China
ZHU De-mi ZHOU Lin-yi
(School of Economics and Management Tongji University Shanghai 200092 China)

Abstract: With the development of industrialization and urbanization in China environmental pollution becomes
increasingly serious; the environmental crisis is a serious threat to people’s health and becomes the weakness of the
China’s development path. Faced with the growing complexity of environmental issues environmental governance
system needs to adapt to new changes. Environmental governance system includes basic system institutional framework
and system implementation. The basic system includes the basic political system and economic system the institutional
framework refers to the administrative mechanism market mechanism social mechanism and the mixture of the three.
The implementation of the system includes environmental supervision administrative accountability public interest
litigation fines etc. The paper explores the process of the transformation of Chinese environmental governance from
administrative domination to administration market and the social cooperation governance based on the institutional
framework. With economic development population growth and urbanization some problems with the administration—
dominated environmental governance institutional framework have been gradually exposed. It cannot effectively deal
with transboundary pollution and multi-agent incentive problem. The institutional framework changed from
administration-dominated whole nation system and the supervision is divided into the sector and region into
cooperation governance based on administrative mechanism market mechanism and social mechanism. It is the
choice of environmental governance system in China which can integrate the three mechanisms of administration

market and society break the “regional boundaries” and the “functional boundary” and play a synergistic role.
Effective environmental governance institutional framework is still under construction.

Key words: environmental governance; administrative mechanism; market mechanism; social mechanism;

collaborative governance
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