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On Criticizing Historical Nihilism: An Important Task of Deepening Mao Zedong Studies
ZHANG Ming

( Department of Philosophy Nanjing University Nanjing Jiangsu 210046  China)

Abstract: The key reason of historical nihilism appearing in Mao Zedong studies is the continuous influence of Mao Zedong. Empirical
facts and theoretical foundations constitute the double aspects of denying Mao Zedong by historical nihilism. On the one hand the emo—
tional draining and moral abusing which based on the empirical facts and specific historical materials are the direct ways of denying
Mao Zedong. On the other hand belittling Mao Zedong and his thoughts based on the so called theoretical foundations is the recessive
way of denying. Replying historical nihilism scientifically needs a double boosting from theoretical principle to mental method. We
should not only insist the basic principle of Historical Materialism to deconstruct historical nihilism in Mao Zedong studies but also face
historical nihilism’ s attacking with great political courage in order to reconstruct the scientific theory standard in ( late) Mao Zedong
studies.
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