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Tan Kah Kee ( Chen Jiageng) and the Early Exploration of the

Chinese Path to Modernization
ZHANG Shunyue

(Institute of Contemporary China Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract : Overseas Chinese represented by Tan Kah Kee ( Chen Jiageng, 1874-1961) made significant
contributions to the Communist Party of China’ s historical pursuit of the Chinese path to modernization.
Throughout his life, Tan dedicated himself to China’ s modernization. Following the War of Resistance against
Japan (1937-1945), he transitioned ideologically to a supporter of new democracy and socialism, actively
endorsing and participating in the exploration of China’ s distinctive modernization path. His achievements
spanned multiple domains. He advanced industrial, agricultural, transportation, maritime, and financial
modernization, fostering modern material civilization. He participated in China’ s democratization process and
emphasized national defense modernization, contributing to modern political civilization. By balancing material
and spiritual progress, he promoted spiritual and social civilization through educational modernization and
social custom reform. Furthermore, he addressed public health and made contributions to ecological civilization
modernization. Tan Kah Kee’ s practical engagements and conceptual insights retain profound relevance for
advancing the Chinese path to modernization today.

Keywords: Tan Kah Kee ( Chen Jiageng, 1874-1961 ); overseas Chinese; Chinese path to

modernization; Spirit of Tan Kah Kee
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