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Social Structural Change and the Development of China’s
Social Security System

HAN Ke-qing

(School of Labor and Human Resources of Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)
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[Abstract] It is important to study the development of China’s social security system from the
perspective of social structural change. Based on an examination of China’s social changes, this es-
say scrutinizes the changing social context and factors facing the social security system in China.
Then it summarizes major achievements in this regard: firstly.,with the development of the social
security system,the disadvantageous status of industrial workers has been reversed;secondly,the
grassroots Chinese have been protected with relevant welfare programs;thirdly,the basic rights of
migrant workers from rural areas have been secured. Nevertheless, these successes do not necessa-
rily imply that resource allotment between different social strata can already be regarded as equal
and fair. Drawing on this argument, this essay proposes principal goals for the social security

system’s future development and relevant policy options.
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