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The New Progress of China's Elderly Service Policy

since the 18th CPC National Congress
LIN Bao

Abstract: Since the 18th CPC National Congress, China's elderly service policies have been intensively
introduced and gradually become a system. The progress of the elderly service policy is mainly in eight
aspects: straighten out the relationship between the government and the market and clarify the responsibility
for the supply of elderly services; fully open the elderly service market; vigorously develop community
services; support the development of a new type of pension model; promote the integration of medical care and
support; reduce the cost of service supply; strengthen market supervision to improve the quality of pension
services; and launch a pilot of a long-term care insurance. There have been four distinct characteristics in the
changes in elderly service policies in this period: in terms of policy positioning, from the development of aging
undertakings to the development both of aging undertakings and industries; in terms of policy objectives, the
transition from key populations to basic services; from the exclusive focus on institutions to the coordination of
home, community and institutions; in the content of the policy, from narrow elderly services to the integration
of elderly services with medical and health care. The next step in the orientation of elderly service policies
should shift focus from top-level design to concrete implementation, change driving force to further strengthen
innovation, put front gate to enhance the self-care ability of the elderly, develop community care services
continually, and sum up the pilot experience as soon as possible and introduce a unified long-term care
insurance system.
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