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Mutual Support Pension in China’s Rural Areas: Historical Evolution
Practical Dilemma and Development Path

WEN Fengan
(Chongqing Academy of Social Sciences Chongging 400020, China)

Abstract; At present, the rural pension has become an important issue that the whole society is concerned a-
bout. Rural mutual support pension has the characteristics of inheriting filial piety culture, carrying forward the
spirit of mutual assistance,and enhancing the enthusiasm and consciousness of peasants to participate in the pension
and so on. China’s mutual support pension has experienced a long historical evolution process: before the founding
of new China,it was mainly based on clan mutual aid;after the founding of new China,it was mainly based on col-
lective mutual assistance; since the reform and opening-up, the social mutual aid pension model has gradually
formed. There are many difficulties in the practice of mutual support pension in rural areas,such as the weak aware-
ness of villagers to participate in the mutual pension, the matching degree of the existing system and mechanism
needs to be further strengthened, the basic pension service cannot meet the actual needs, the channel of ensuring the
source of funds is limited, the degree of stability is not enough,and the point distribution of social resources partici-
pating in pension needs to be integrated. It is necessary to find a new way by innovating ideas, enhancing participa-
tion consciousness,improving mechanism first from top level, enriching content, diversifying service system,expan-
ding channels, ensuring funds in place, and working together with social forces,so as to promote the sustainable,
healthy and orderly development of rural mutual support pension in China.

Key words: rural mutual support pension;social foundation;aging society; development path



