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A Study on Migrants from Shandong Province

to Heilongjiang Province from 1949 to 1978
Yang Fan
( Jilin Normal University Siping 136000)

Abstract: From the early years of the establishment of the People’s Republic of China to the period of reform and opening up mi-
grant movement from Shandong province to other provinces was very active. Millions of Shandong people chose to migrate out of their home
province to seek better livelihoods due to survival pressures. The ways of migration include collective migration organized by the government
and self—initiated migration. The main destination for migration was sparsely populated Heilongjiang province which had ample land re—
sources. The main reasons for this migration movement were the conflicts between population and land as well as natural disasters. National
policies and migration inertia were important factors in promoting population mobility. The influx of a large labor force had positive effects
on the development of the Heilongjiang region and alleviating population pressure in the source areas. However the rapid influx of a large
number of migrants also led to issues such as local environmental damage and an increase of crime rates in migrant communities.
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