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“Urban-Rural Communications”: Material Assistance During the Shanghai Educated Youth Movement

Lin Shengbao

Abstract; After the movement of sending educated youth down to the countryside, in order to solve the produc-
tion and living challenges encountered by the educated youth in the rural areas, Shanghai continuously provided
material assistance to the settlements. Initially, this assistance was provided passively, sporadically, and tem-
porarily, in a non-planned manner. Later, following the central principle of “overall resolution,” Shanghai pro-
actively, systematically, and in a planned manner allocated goods through price-based transfers. Simultaneous-
ly. interest-free loans, which persisted until the conclusion of the educated youth movement. were extended.
Such material assistance, diverse in type and substantial in quantity, not only served to support the educated
youth but also supported agriculture, thus facilitating urban-rural economic exchanges. However, this was ulti-
mately a response to the needs of the political movement and it could not fundamentally resolve the inherent and

underlying contradictions within the educated youth movement.
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