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The Theory and Practice of Social Governance in China after the

Establishment of the People’s Republic of China
Zhang Laiming' and Liu Lihui®
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Summary: Based on the political tradition and development practice after the founding of the People’s Republic
of China, the article aims to clarify the continuation of the theory and practice logic between "social governance",
which was put forward at the Third Plenary Session of the 18th Communist Party of China, and the previous social
construction as well as social management, and then conclude China’s history of the theory and practice of the social
governance developed from the socialist society.

The article holds that China’s social governance is forming a new model of governance community in which the
political leadership of the party committee, the construction of government capacity, the participation of social forces
and the self—governance of the people are organically combined and realize a positive interaction. The core mecha-
nism is that party committees and governments, through unified leadership authority, establish political principles and
policy directions for social governance, continuously optimize social governance functions, strengthen the building of
grassroots organizations and governance capacity, and guide as well as mobilize all social forces to achieve joint devel-
opment, joint governance and shared benefits.

The core content of the thought on socialist social governance with Chinese characteristics includes six aspects:
First, the Party is the core of leadership in social governance. Second, the people are the main body of social gover-
nance. Third, harmony and stability is the core goal of social governance. Social harmony is the CPC’s value pursuit
of an ideal society. Fourth, fairness and justice are core values in social governance. Fifth, the grassroots level is the
focus of social governance. Sixth, the rule of law is a basic strategy for social governance.

Facing the new era of socialism with Chinese characteristics, China’s social governance will make further explo-
ration and innovation in promoting quality sharing of basic public services, modernization of grassroots governance
system, and digital reform of social governance.

Keywords: social governance; the thinking of governance; basic experience; China’s system and capacity for gov-
ernance
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