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Abstract : Given the background that many unstable factors pile up in local society and the structural re-
sources are in short, the question about how to maintain the stability of the grassroots society is to be an-
swered in this article, focusing on the local government’ s supplement to the structural lack of resources.
It points out that the stability of the rural local society depends on the grassroots government being a col-
lective agent itself to construct multiple informal powers over the villagers. Taking three cases of dispute
mediation in A Country of Xiangxi as examples, four kinds of informal power applied by the government
from three dispute - meditated cases are concluded as: informally applied administrative power; cultural
power deriving from knowledge gap between the cadres and the villagers; network power based on benefit
— family network ; moral power deriving from the benefaction given by cadres to villagers. It analyzes the
origins of the four kinds of informal power, their practicing conditions and their characteristics. At last,
the article discusses two questions: the relationships among the four kinds of informal power and their fu-
ture;; how informal power is more effective than formal power.

Key Words : Informal Power Construction Dispute

The Transformation of Chinese Rural Families Division——A Study Based on 1990 and 2000 Cen-
sus Data ....................................................................................... Gong Weigang (82)

Abstract ; In this paper, the transformation of Chinese rural family divisions from 1990 to 2000 is analyzed
based on the census data. The research classified the family divisions into two types; the division of inter-
generation and the division between brothers. As for the transformation of division between brothers, it
can be further classified into two types: one is family division after the brothers have already formed a
joint family and all the brothers have married; the other is consists of brothers hiving off one by one soon
after getting married. The transformation of division between brothers is that the latter take the place of the
former. As for the transformation of intergeneration division, the family leaders lost their family control
power, thus they lost their ability to restrain all sons’ demand for family divisions. The transformation of
family divisions is the direct factor which promotes the nuclealization of family structure. Lastly, the paper
discusses the cautions and the influence of family division transformation.

Key Words ; Transformation of Family Divisions Family Structure Census Data
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