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Decline of Teahouses in Chengdu City : Transformation of

Small Business and Public Life in Early Socialist China
Wang Di

Keywords: teahouse; 1950s; small business;urban public life

Abstract;: From the late Qing to the Republic, the teahouse was one of the most important public spaces and facilities for
daily life. The victory of the communist revolution in 1949 changed not only the political system but also the economic
and social structure. According to the archival materials, this article examines the declining process of teahouses in
Chengdu and analyzes how the new government treated teahouses and teahouse life. This article also explores how the
government strengthened the control of small businesses and how its policies led to the decline of the teahouse business
while people in the 1950s could still conduct teahouse life. For the Communist Party, however, the existence of
teahouses had a serious contradiction with the construction of a modern industrial city. Since the government was
closely involved in this public space,people’s opportunity of using the teahouse was shrinking. Thus, the gradual decline

of the teahouse went along with the process in which people gradually withdrew from public life.



