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The Historical Changes and Path Dependence
of Civil Affairs Functions in New China

Yang Rong' Liu Xitang®
(1. College of Humanities and Social Sciences, Beijing University of Technology. Beijing 100022 ;
2. Social Assistance Bureau, Ministry of Civil Affairs of the People’s Republic of China, Beijing 100721)

Abstract : The historical changes of civil affairs functions in China reflects the shrinking
of the state’s power and the orderly expansion of the social power, which is not only
influenced by path dependence, institutional environment, institutional elites, but also
follows the historical logic of institutional changes. With the development of market
economy in China, the social service perspective of civil affairs functions will become
more prominent which will promote the transformation of the governance type from

dominating administration to service management.
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