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Analysis on the Ecological and Social Mechanism of Water Resources Utilization
After 1949: Taking the South Canal As an Example
Hou Lin, Liu Nan

Abstract: The South Canal is one of the most significant parts of the Grand Canal, and it still plays an important role in
the regional exchange of materials after the ceasing of canal system. At the end of the 1970s, other reaches of the Grand
Canal were still navigable as before, but the South Canal suspended for the lack of enough water. There were many factors for
the decline of the South Canal shipping. On the surface, the river dried up due to the deterioration of the ecological environ-
ment. Actually, over—exploitation of water resources along the canal after 1949 broke the original ecological environment bal-
ance, causing the decline of the South Canal. This paper introduces the ecological and social mechanism of water resources
utilization after 1949, which once led to the decline of the South Canal. It also shows that the social mechanism was the main
power of the ecological environment change. The analysis offers a glimpse of the operation mechanism of the country’s devel-
opment of water resources and the people’s way of thinking about the ecological environment at that time.

Key words: the South Canal; water resources; ecological environment; social mechanism
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