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The Characteristics & Trends of China’ s Social

Stratification Structural Changes Since the New Century
LI Qiang
( Department of Sociology Tsinghua University Beijing 100084 China)

Abstract: The great changes of China’ s social stratification structure have shown new characteristics
and new trends since the new century. There are four aspects of the overall social structural changes
namely the fundamental change of urban and rural population structure the great change of resi—
dents” mode of production and lifestyle the significant change of occupation structure and the differ—
entiation of social status of population in big cities super cities and small cities. Important changes
have taken place in the middle class and middle—income groups. Great achievements have been made
in the governance of absolute poverty and the task of governance of relative poverty is highlighted.
The national survey data of social intergenerational mobility can not support the popular view of class
solidification. It is still an important task in the new century to continue to deepen the system reform
and maintain a relatively high intergenerational mobility rate. We should encourage new social strata
especially the entrepreneurs to play an important social role in building a powerful modern socialist
country.
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