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From “Bringing Literacy to the Countryside” to
“Bringing Digitalization to the Countryside”:
The Technical Approach of Centennial Rural Governance
LIU Wei MEI Jingzhe

Abstract: The rural governance over the past century has been a process of “bringing technology to
the countryside”. From the “nurturing technologies” in rural construction experiments, to the “comprehensive
technologies” in rural governance, the “management technologies” in rural economic transformation, and finally to
the “integrative technologies” in urban-rural integration, rural governance over the century has been dedicated to
embedding technologies that represent advanced productivity and modern civilization into rural society. “Governing
villages through technology” has thus become the fundamental approach to village governance. Throughout
different historical stages, the practice of bringing technology to the countryside has consistently responded to the
diverse needs of rural communities, laying a technological foundation for the transformation of rural governance.
However, the one-way integration of technology and the asynchronous adaptation of rural social systems have, to
some extent, hindered the urban-to-rural transfer and embedding of technology. Instead, it has led to a situation of
“technological surplus and governance deficit”, where the need for synchronized adjustments within rural social
systems has been overshadowed. To overcome the dilemma, it is essential to rediscover the social dimension of
technological governance. This involves: achieving a balance between the instrumental rationality of technology and
the value rationality of governance through the cohesion of subject identification; resolving the paradox of one-way
technological implementation and the multidimensional interaction of governance through pluralistic participation
and co-governance, and addressing the contradiction between the monopolistic nature of technology and the public
nature of governance through the social adaptation of technology.

Keywords: Bringing Technology to the Countryside; Centennial Rural Governance; Technical

Governance; Excessive Technology; Insufficient Governance
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