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A Study on Social Mobilization of the Campaign Against the Four
Pests in the Early Years of People’ s Republic of China

Gao Zhongwei Tian Xiangyong

Abstract: The Campaign Against the Four Pests is an important part of patriotic movement in the early
days of the People” s Republic of China aiming to eliminate diseases and improve people’ s health by
promoting national economy and increasing food production. In order to carry on the campaign the Chinese
Communist Party started an intense social mobilization using activities like the top-down political propaganda
flexible organizational strategies the power of role models and ideological education; as a result these
measures effectively controlled the problems of “Four Pests” updated values of both urban and rural residents
and improved the people’ s health which has consolidated state power helped build a positive national
image and the political identity of the masses. Affected by the leftist-inclined mistakes such as boasting
exaggerated goals and disorderly direction of the Great Leap Forward there are of course some defects in this
campaign.

Key words: the Communist Party of China Campaign against the Four Pests social mobilization
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