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Modernization in China: Human Resources and Education (1949-2030)
Hu Angang, Wang Hongchuan & Yan Yilong
(Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084 )

Abstract: The great-leap—forward development of China’s Modernization steps from illiterate country with large population
to a country with human resources, then to a country rich in human resources. It is the fastest, largest convergence in
mankind history for China’s catching up with America that also presents the most obvious leading role of education. Rich
human resources make the most important basis of China’s modernization. In the future, China needs to enhance the
development of senior secondary education and tertiary education to decrease the differentiation from America. By 2020, China
will be very close to America level, basically achieve the lower level of educational modernization, and become a country with
rich human resources. By 2030, the main education development indicators will meet or exceed the level of the United States,
and China will achieve a better level of modernization.
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