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On the Policy of Higher Education Institutions “Opening the Door to Workers and Peasants” in 1950s
PENG Hou — wen
( School of Public Administration Hunan Normal University Changsha 410081 China)
Abstract: After the establishment of PRC the CPC advanced the policy of “opening door to workers and peasants” in the

education field which mainly involved the higher education institutions “opening the door to workers and peasants”. The CPC

mainly adopted two forceful measures to implement this policy establishing People” s University of China and opening wide—
spread instant middle schools for workers and peasants. After 1955 this policy once changed into focusing on cultivating intel—-
lectuals among workers and peasants mainly through part — time education. After the Anti — Rightist campaign of 1957 the CPC
emphasized higher education institutions “opening door to workers and farmers” again. This policy had played an active role in
cultivating new China’ s first generation of new intellectual workers and peasants. However there were also some negative fac—
tors such as the quality of education cannot be assured injustice distrust to intellectuals too much dogmatism etc.

Key words: higher education institutions; opening door to workers and peasants; education policy; instant middle school

for workers and peasants
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