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An Empirical Study of Educational Development in
Concentrated Areas of Minorities with a Small Population
—Based on County Data of the Fifth and the Sixth National Censuses

HE Li-hua CHENG Ai-hua

('School of Economics South-central University for Nationalities Wuhan Hubei 430074)

Abstract  Based on county data of the fifth and the sixth national censuses a study was made to
investigate the educational development in concentrated areas of minorities with a small population and the
existing problems. The results show that 1) in educational development there is still a gap between these
areas and the national average level and there is no trend of gap narrowing; 2) the educational development in
these areas is not balanced and counties weak in educational achievements are the ones having serious
problems of educational inequality; 3) compared with Han people ethnic minorities’ average educational
level is lower which leads to lower degree of educational equality; and 4) educational inequality within
minorities and the gap in educational achievements compared with Han people are the main factors to lead to
educational inequality in these areas.
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