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Classified Development of Higher Education Institutions since the Founding of the People’s
Republic of China: Processes, Logic and Prospect
LIAO Yuanling, ZHOU Haitao
(Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875)

Abstract: Since the founding of the People’ s Republic of China, the classified development of
higher education institutions has experienced such four periods as the stage of diverse differentiation,
vertical stratification, function homogenization, and synergetic development of diversification and
stratification. The classified development logic is transforming with new leap in the orientation from
external management to connotative development, the management from governmental controlling to
multilateral participation, the system from relative closure to dynamic opening—up, the subject from
universiies to the whole higher education system. To realize complete scientific classification and re -
structure of higher education as stated in “China’ s Education Modernization 20357, it is essential to
guide stakeholders to form the idea that different types of institutions have equivalent benefits, and we
should construct the supporting system of classified development and inspire the inner motivation of
higher education institutions to participate in the classification.

Key words: classified development of higher education institutions; structural optimization; devel -
opment processes; logic transformation; future development



