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Influencing Factors, Basic Laws and Practical
Enlightenment of the Change of Educational Evaluation
System in China: Grounded Theory Research on Relevant

Policy Texts of Educational Evaluation since the Founding
of the People's Republic of China

SI Lin-bo PEI Suo-ya WANG Wei-wei

Abstract: The change of educational evaluation system is a dynamic process in which the new system is produced
and is replaced, while it must have its own unique development context and internal law. Using the qualitative
research method of grounded theory, this paper analyzes the text of China's education evaluation policy from 1950
to 2020, and deeply investigates the change in law of China's education evaluation system since the founding of
China. It finds that, the external environment such as economy, technology and social culture are the driving forces
for the formation of educational evaluation system; the interaction and mutual restraint among behavior subjects,
institutional attributes and external environment are the key points to maintain the continuity of educational evaluation
system; institutional opportunity is the catalyst to promote the institutional change of educational evaluation. External
environment, institutional attributes, behavior subjects and institutional opportunities are important factors affecting
the change of China's educational evaluation system. Equally, these factors have shaped the specific law change of
China's educational evaluation system. Looking forward to the future, education evaluation system requests great
importance to the new requirements of the times, create a good external environment, and cultivate a good atmosphere
for institutional change. Furthermore, it requires to strengthen the orderly coordination among multiple subjects and
promote the resultant force of institutional change; pay attention to the research and reflection on the system to form
the endogenous conditions of institutional change; and strengthen the internal and external interaction of educational
evaluation system and grasp the key opportunity of institutional change.

Key words: educational evaluation reform; education evaluation system; institutional change; policy text;
grounded theory
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