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Research on the Starting Point of Chinese International Education

in the Early Days of the People’ s Republic of China
LIU Yuanman SHAO Mingming

Abstract: Before the founding of the People’ s Republic of China in 1949, international Chinese
language education was sporadic and undersized. It was only after the founding of the People’s Republic of
China that the international Chinese language education really began. Facing a series of problems, such as
the shortage of Chinese teachers, the need to construct teaching models, and the lack of teching materials,
ec., the pioneers adopted Wade —Giles romanization for pronunciation, adapted teacher training method,
teaching model and teaching method from Army Specialized Training Program, and modified the textbooks
based on Mandarin Primer which was compiled by Yuen Ren Chao. In order to be accustomed to the new
international environment and teaching objectives, the teaching model of Chinese language education has
changed from imitation to improvement, whilst textbook construction has changed from adaptation to
innovation. Under the influence of Soviet linguistics, vocabulary and grammar teaching became the focus of
teaching. Step by step, the foundation of international Chinese language education has been built, and the
discipline construction has also been under way.

Key Words: international Chinese education; education of overseas students; Chinese language special
course; ASTP; Deng Yi
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