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The Establishment of the Chinese Science Fund System and Its Role

in Reforming the Traditional Scientific Research System

WU Chen-xiao' LI Zheng-feng>?

('Department of Philosophy, Party School of the Central Committee of C.P.C (National Academy of
Governance); *School of Social Sciences, Tsinghua University; *CASAD-Tsinghua University Research

Center for Synergetic-Development of Science and Society)

Abstract: The establishment of the national science fund system has an important influence on the
reform of China's scientific research system and the development of science. As the predecessor of the
National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC), the Science Foundation of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences (CAS), which was implemented from 1982 to 1985, profoundly changed the
traditional research system under the planned economy mode from the aspects of research funding
allocation and management, research organization and project evaluation. The 4-year trial has laid the
philosophical, human capital and institutional bases for the establishment of the NSFC. The year 2022 is
the 40th anniversary of the Science Foundation of the CAS. It is also a key year for further promoting
the systematic reform of Chinese natural science fund system in the new era. The original clarification
and deep reflection of this history could provide beneficial enlightenment for the current work of
science fund.

Keywords: Science Foundation of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, science fund system, the

natural science fund of China, basic research, scientific research system
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