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The Whole Town Turns Out to Watch Chahua:
A Picture of the Opera Reform in Wenzhou in the 1950s

Abstract: In the Opera Reform movement of the Communist Party of China in the 1950s, Wenzhou

Luantan performer Chen Chahua took advantage of the situation and became a new star in the

theatrical circles in Wenzhou through the new play Gaoji and Wu Sanchun. The revival of

Wenzhou Luantan and the success of Chen Chahua show the exploration process of central policy

and local response and adjustment.

“One play saves one kind of opera”, an old artist was

reformed into a people’s artist in the new era. This picture of the opera reform in Wenzhou

reveals the locality of the central policy.

Key Words: Chen Chahua, Gao Ji and Wu Sanchun, Wenzhou Luantan, Opera Reform
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