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The Establishment of Xiqu History—Related Concepts during the “Seven-
teen—Year” Period and Its Academically Historical Significance

HUANG Jingfeng

Abstract: During the Republic of China, concept thinking was not widely applied into the xiqu historical study, whereas the
xiqu history—related concepts took their basic shape during the “Seventeen—Year” Period (1949-66). The concept of “xiqu” was
defined and, as a form differing from other artistic and literary types, its more detailed “indentity” published through the lexica
and dictionaries, during which various types of xiqu prevailing in different periods of history were unified and put forward in the
form of “concept”. New concepts such as “systematic tunes” and “xiqu genres” were brought forward and widely accepted. The
establishment of these concepts can be classified into three categories : the discussion of old concepts, the definition of old nomen-
clature and the proposition of new concepts. The academically historical significance is reflected in three main aspects: the gradu-
al improvement of academic thinking; the gradual consummation of xiqu history academic community; the beginning of the new
method of modern and contemporary xiqu historiography.

Key words: “Seventeen—Year” period; xiqu history study; concepts; nomenclature; definition; academically historical sig-

nificance
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