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From “Key Discipline” to “First—class Discipline”: The Perspective of Policy Learning
XIE Ran
(Scientific Research Office, Shanghai University of Electric Power, Shanghai 200090, China )

Abstract: Taking the openness of policy learning subjects and their willingness to learn as two dimensions,
policy learning is divided into four types: closed type, resistant type, controversial type and open type. The policy
learning that runs through the discipline building of Chinese universities is mainly closed internal learning, which
is reflected in the fact that the main body of policy learning is led by government, the motivation of policy learning
lies in the learning of experience, and the goal of policy learning is mostly gradual change and partial adjustment
based on satisfaction principle. Although the enclosed policy learning mode has the value of stability and
continuity, it renders the discipline building policy unable to accommodate new factors of growth and institutional
innovation, to realize the “paradigm shift”, and to meet the needs of “first—class discipline building” in China.
Therefore, the development of “first—class disciplines” should promote policy innovation and policy paradigm shift
through open policy learning.
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