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Research on the Newspaper Reading Group and Agricultural Production in Rural
Shanxi Province in 1950s

Su Zelong, Liu Xiaocheng

Abstract: As early as the period of the War of Liberation, the newspaper business in Shanxi revolutionary base area has
been developed to a certain extent, and it has had an important impact on the public production and life. After the founding of
the People’s Republic of China in 1949, in order to restore agricultural production, closely contact the masses, and consolidate
grass—roots rural organizations, the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China held a national press conference in April
1950, which proposed to establish a newspaper reading group in grass—roots rural areas. Newspapers with a certain mass base
and low cost were the main tool for governments at all levels to connect with the masses at that time. The newspaper reading
group system played an important role in the 1950s in rural Shanxi, helping farmers to timely and effectively understand the
policies related to agricultural production, promoting agricultural technology, developing agricultural production, and consolidat-
ing the mutual aid and cooperation movement in Shanxi rural areas.

Key words: 1950s; rural Shanxi areas; newspaper reading group; agricultural production
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