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Chinese Neighborhood Foreign Policy: Multilateralism or Bilateralism

SONG Wei
(School of International Studies, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract; Considering the fact that China has been promoting its regional cooperation strategy

and upgrading its objective, this paper tries to reflect the applicability of multilateralism and

bilateralism in Chinese neighborhood foreign policy. It holds that multilateralism has provided

useful ways for China during the origin of regional cooperation process. But with the US coming

back to Asian-Pacific region and its upgrading of the identification of Chinese challenge, and the

limitations of multilateral strategy itself, bilateralism should become the main strategy of Chinese

neighborhood foreign policy, while consolidating the bilateral relationships between China and the

neighboring states should be highly prioritized.

Key words: Chinese neighborhood foreign policy; regional cooperation; multilateralism;

bilateralism
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