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The Study of the History of Sino-Soviet
Relations and the Use of Russian Archives
Shen Zhihua

Abstract: The Cold War history can be divided into three periods and transformations two of which
were deeply affected by the changes in Sino-Soviet relations. These issues should be explored on basis of
both Chinese and Russian documentation. Although the Russians are gradually restricting the use of its
declassified documents the existing documents are of great academic value. On this archival basis the
study of the history of Sino-Soviet relations has made great stride in international academic circle in the
last 20 years. Chinese scholars” new views and perspectives on the formation the evolution and the split
of the Sino-Soviet alliance and the interplay between Sino-Soviet relations and the origins of New China’s
diplomacy are major contributions to the field.

Keywords: Cold War; Sino-Soviet Relations; Chinese Diplomacy; the Use of Russian Archives
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