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Political Intentions in the Late Years of Emperor Wu of the Han Dynasty and Sima Guang’s Reconstruction
Xin Deyong
Based on Comprehensive Mirror for Aid Govermment Japanese scholar Ichimura Sanjiro in 1930s pointed out
that the edict of Luntai ( ) issued in the late years of Emperor Wu of the Han Dynasty ( ) reflected
a change in policy. Due to the policy shift the turbulent former Han Dynasty could last longer. Chinese scholar
Tang Zhangru ( ) held a similar view. In the middle of 1980s Tian Yuqing ( ) wrote an article
called On the Edict of Luntai analyzing that Emperor Wu of the Han Dynasty( ) in his late years changed
from a war maniac to a peace lover. His article made an influential impact in the academic world. The edict of
Luntai recorded in The Book of Han is in fact a strategy to defend the Xiongnu instead of changing of policy.
The main material they used to infer the policy shift was kept in Comprehensive Mirror for Aid Govermment which
was not in standard history such as the Records of the Grand Historian and the Record of Han. The material in
Comprehensive Mirror for Aid Govermment was from a fictional story written by Wang Jian ( ) in the Northern
Dynasties. Sima Guang ( ) adopted the material with the intention of molding Emperor Wu of the Han Dy-
nasty into his ideal image. When Wang Jian wrote the story he also inclined to construct his image of Emperor Wu

of the Han Dynasty after a series of brutal political persecutions. Last but not the least the image of Emperor Wu

of the Han Dynasty in Wang Jian’s story could be traced back to a prototype in the former Han Dynasty.

The British Factor in the Sino-Indian Border Conflict Meng Qinglong

As the former colonial power of India the UK had played a special role in the Sino-dndian border issue be—
fore the mid4960s. Having orchestrated the Simla Conference and made up the McMahon Line Britain planted
the seed of the future Sino-dndian border dispute. Facing the new changes in the world structure and international
relations following the on set of the Cold War the rise of the People’s Republic in particular the UK assisted In—
dia though with obvious reservations while maintaining a stable and peaceful relationship with China. All such
efforts aimed to defend its essential interests in Asia as to the world. The experienced former imperial power be—
haved in a calculating way both before and after the Sino-Indian border war of 1962 and displayed sufficiently its

tact and subtlety in dealing with complicated sensitive diplomatic issues in the course of its own decline of power.

Reform of Salt Policy and Commercial Development in the Middle and Late Ming Dynasty—Take
Zhangzhou and Quanzhou as Examples Ye Jinhua
In the early Ming Dynasty the level of commercial development among Zhangzhou and Quanzhou was not
high and market was small-scale. The salt policy reform during the Zheng Tong Years ( 1436 — 1449) changed
this situation. In 1443 Quanzhou changed the payments of salt taxes and allowed salt to be freed distribution
from government—run mode. The new policy operated closely with the market which directly boosting the com—
mercial prosperous development among Quanzhou and Zhangzhou areas. For example Zaohu paid the taxes
through buying rice from southeast coastal provinces which opened the trade routes of southeast coast offshore
and expanded the commodity trading network between Quanzhou coastal areas and other provinces such as Jian—
gsu Zhejiang and Guangdong etc. the free distribution of salt led to the formation of salt-specialty trade be—
tween coastal areas like Jiulong River Jinjiang basin and inland areas. Frequent business activities not only pro—
moted the Zaohu in Quanzhou area widely coming into run business for wealth pursuit also contributed to the rise

of commercialization of regional specialties and market development of inland towns. The policy reform provided
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