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Abstract: During the 70 years of the establishment and development of the People’s
Republic of China the international environment has undergone profound changes by
transitioning from the Cold War period of the US-Soviet confrontation to the multi-po—
larization period after the Cold War. The fact of increasing number and types of actors
in the international environment increasing complexity of international structure and
richer contents and fields of international topics shows developmental lines of the inter—
national environment that have gone from simple to complex and from fragmentation to
integration. At present the changes in the international structure have entered a criti—
cal period the situation in which multiple processes coexist and compete will contin—
ue and scientific and technological progress will continue to promote changes in the
international environment. In the process of changing international environment China
is both an involved actor and an important force in promoting the changes of interna—
tional environment.
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Abstract: The foreign policy of any country is formed in the process of interaction be—
tween subjective and objective factors and China’s policy for peripheral diplomacy is
no exception. The interaction of the developmental level of China’s strength as well as
the era and the environment it faces with the environment of the international system
makes China’s peripheral diplomacy embody different characters in different periods.
The period of the Cold War was the period of gestation the turn of the century was a
period of formation and the period since the 18th CPC National Congress is a period of
mature for China’s peripheral diplomacy. Against the background of the collapse of the
rigid structure of the Cold War and the trending upwards of Chinas strength China’s
own factors are playing a greater role in shaping its peripheral policy. However as the
United States determined China as its primary strategic competitor the structure of the
international system that China has been facing may trend toward rigid again. In the
future the peripheral diplomacy still needs to be improved and upgraded on the basis
of summing up past experiences and lessons.
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Editor’s Note: The year 2019 is widely regarded as the centenary of the establishment
of the discipline of international relations. In order to further explore the relevant is—
sues we invited professor Ren Xiao the editorial board member of our journal to or—
ganize a special discussion on “global international relations: current situation and
trend”. The symposium held in Beijing in 2019 during the annual meeting of the aca—
demic community on political science and international relations featured speakers in—
cluding professor Sun Jisheng of China Foreign Affairs University associate professor
Qi Haixia of Tsinghua University professor Lu Peng of Fujian Normal University Dr.
Yang Xiao candidate of Kassel University of Germany and professor Ren Xiao of Fu—
dan University. On this basis this journal invited five scholars to write respectively
on the relevant issues to analyze and put forward their views. We present this series of

articles in this issue.
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