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Role Positioning of United States and Its Impact on
Economic Strategy Variation Towards China (1979-2020)

Chen Yu

Abstract: Since United States established formal diplomatic relations with
China in 1979, the Sino-American relations have gone through an extraordinary
process, which can be divided into four stages: firstly, strategic coordination;
secondly, neither enemy nor friend; thirdly, stakeholder; and fourthly, strategic
competition. The nature of the relations between China and the United States
at different stages has shaped different economic strategies of the United States
towards China. As is known to all that the power gap between China and the United
States became rapidly narrowed in the wake of the 2008 world financial crisis,
and most American scholars, journalists and officers came to believe that the US
engagement and accommodation with China had failed to embed China into the
hegemonic system dominated by the United States, because China took advantage
of the strategic opportunities provided by the United States to develop its economy
rapidly, posing a rising threat to the hegemonic order of America as a “revisionist
state.” When President Trump took office, the United States positioned China as a
strategic competitor, and began to take extreme measures to contain China’s rapid
development, pushing China-US relations into a stage of great power competition.
When the Biden administration took power, the United States positioned China as
a strategic challenger, and its economic strategy towards China became more and
more competitive in order to slow down and contain China’s economic development
comprehensively on the one hand and uphold its supremacy in the global hegemonic

order on the other hand.

Key Words: Sino-U.S. Relations; U.S. Economic Strategy on China; Role Position;

Strategic Competition; Key Areas of Economic Competition
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