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50 Years after China’s Return to the UN:
Development and Evolutionary Logic

Zhang Lei

Abstract: Since its return to the UN 50 years ago, China’s participation in UN
affairs has been constantly expanded and deepened. Its relations with the UN have
gone through different stages from “gradual integration” to “active participation”
and then to “comprehensive cooperation”. Now, China has entered a new era of
“constructive leadership”. Under the guidance of Xi Jinping Thought on Diplomacy,
China’s UN diplomacy, by actively playing its role as a major country, is making
efforts to promote China’s leadership in terms of ideas, paths and actions in UN
affairs. Throughout the historical process, we can find that the interaction between
China’s national strategy and the international situation is the main driving force
for China’s participation in UN affairs, and its evolution logic is developing from
functional structure to normative structure. China and the UN are cooperating
each other through interaction, learning each other through cooperation and
improving each other through learning. However, China’s relations with the UN,
due to complex factors, also face many severe challenges. How to creatively
and constructively respond to these challenges and further enhance the bilateral
cooperation is not only a test for China, but also has a far-reaching impact on the

future of the United Nations and the world.

Key Words: Multilateralism in China; The United Nations; Xi Jinping Thought on
Diplomacy; China’s Contribution to UN
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