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Contest of Embargo & Counter-embargo Between the United States and
China in the 1950s

You Jianshe

Abstract; Embargo &. counter-embargo between the United States and China in the 1950s was the game of two different
political systems in which the U.S,was trying to use economic means to achieve the political objective of strangling the
new Chinese regime in its cradle. The American embargo against China evolved from a limited embargo to a total
embargo, from a unilateral embargo to a multilateral international embargo.In the course of implementing the embargo
policy, the U.S.trade hegemony had been fully revealed.In the fight against the embargo, China adopted good strategy
and acted according to the changing situation. It made use of both domestic and international markets to open up the
market for local products. It improved product quality, carried out technological innovation and won the right in the
international list price of some commodities. It participated in the Moscow International Economic Conference and
opened the gap of embargo.It held exhibitions and trade fairs which innovated the forms of international cooperation.It
developed economic and trade relations with different types of countries and broke up the international embargo
“Alliance”.China established a self-reliant economic development strategy, and its assertion of “equality and mutual
benefit” in the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence included anti-embargo ideas. It had successfully crushed the
political attempts of the United States and strengthened its self-confidence in the socialist road and system.

Keywords: Sino-US Trade; Embargo Policy; Counter-embargo
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