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From Suspicion to Understanding: Change of Ben-Gurion’s
Views on China and the Sino-Israeli Relations during the Cold War

She Gangzheng

Abstract; Israel was the first country in the Middle East to diplomatically recognize the Peo-
ple’ s Republic of China (PRC), but the Cold War era witnessed a complex process from contact to
confrontation to reconciliation between the two countries. From the founding of Israel to his death,
David Ben-Gurion, as the founding father of modern Israel, also experienced a great change in his
attitude toward and perception of China, which can be roughly divided into two periods before and
after the late 1950s and early 1960s. In the first period, while Ben-Gurion, as the head of govern-
ment, recognized the legitimacy of the new China, his simplistic understanding of the PRC led him
to be quite skeptical in handling relations with Beijing. Moreover, his strategy of alliance with the
West eventually accelerated the separation of China and Israel. In the second period, Ben-Gurion
tended to observe the characteristics of Chinese civilization and the rise of the new China from a more
long-term perspective, and called on both Israel and the Western world to view China’ s status in the
international arena from a more positive standpoint. Ben-Gurion’ s analysis and prediction of China
influenced Israel’ s China policy during the Cold War in several ways, which provides us with new
possibilities in understanding the tortuous Sino-Israeli relations and the complex global Cold War. At
the same time, the changes in Ben-Gurion’ s views on China have both a philosophical-historical
height as well as a political-practical dimension, and thus add a unique Jewish-Israeli perspective to
the world” s observations of China.

Key words: Ben-Gurion; Views on China; Sino-Israeli Relations; Global Cold War; Arab-Is-

raeli Conflict
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