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Study on the Interactions between Sino-U.S. Bilateral Climate
Relations and UNFCCC

ZHAI Dayu'
(1. University of International Business and Economics, Beijing 100029, China)

Abstract; The UNFCCC process is the core mechanism of global climate governance, and China and the U-
nited States are the most important state actors in climate governance. This paper establishes an analytical
framework emphasizing the interaction track and the status of relationship in an effort to study the interac-
tions between China-U.S. bilateral climate relationships and the UNFCCC process under different status.
The case study shows that China-U.S. climate cooperation within the UNFCCC process can effectively facili-
tate and lead the UNFCCC process, while climate cooperation outside the UNFCCC process may exacerbate
the institutional fragmentation of global climate governance. At the same time, the UNFCCC system plays a
role of regulating bilateral climate relations of the two countries when they are both in the UNFCCC process.
The “retreat” of the United States will bring great challenges to China-U.S. climate relations and the UNF-
CCC process. At present, both China and the United States implement positive climate policies and support
the UNFCCC process. In future, the two countries may jointly play the leading role in climate governance,
and the UNFCCC process can serve as a “stabilizer” of China-U.S. climate relations.
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